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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is responsive to communication filed on 1 1/08/06. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with David H. Judson on 01/31/2007. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

4. Please amend the Specification as follows to deactivate the hyperlinks: 



a. 


On page 9, line 18: http^/. 




b. 


On page 11, lines 19, 15, 25 and 26: 




c. 


On page 12, lines 2, 3, 7, 16 and 18: 




d. 


On page 18, line 30: bttp^/. 




e. 


On page 19, lines 7 and 21: http://. 




f. 


On page 20, lines 12 and 14: bttj*#. 




g- 


On page 29, line 3: bttp4#. 




h. 


On page 31 , line 1 0: k&pU. , 




i. 


On page 32, line 29: tttp^/. 
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5. Please amend claims 17, 25 and 33 as below, and cancel claims 22, 28, 
36-38 and 40-43. 

17. A method of content delivery operative in a content delivery network 
on behalf of participating content providers, the content delivery network 
managed by a content delivery network service provider and comprising a 
plurality of content servers and a domain name service (DNS) ) and wherein 
participating content providers identify given content to be delivered over the 
content delivery network, comprising: 

associating a content provider domain or subdomain with a domain 
managed by the content delivery network service provider so that DNS queries to 
the content provider domain or subdomain are resolved by the content delivery 
network domain name service; 

for a given piece of content identified by a participating content provider, 
specifying a given content control to be applied to the given piece of content prior 
to serving the given piece of content from the content delivery network, wherein 
the given content control is one of: (i) first data for specifying whether the given 
piece of content is to be cached at a content server in the content delivery 
network and, if so, for how long, (ii) second data identifying a domain of a server 
from which an instance of the given piece of content can be retrieved, and (ii) (iii) 
third data for associating the given piece of content with a given participating 
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content provider for accounting purposes , and (iv) fourth data that enforces a 
given authentication method or a given access control method : 

communicating the given content control for the given piece of content to 
the plurality of content servers; 

resolving a DNS query to the content provider domain or subdomain to an 
IP address associated with a given content server in the plurality of content 
servers, wherein the DNS query is resolved by the content delivery network 
domain name service using the domain managed by the content delivery network 
service provider in lieu of the content provider domain or subdomain; and 

at t he giv e n cont e nt s e rv e r of th e p l ura li ty of cont e nt s e rv e rs, r ecei v in g a 
r e qu e st for th e g i v e n p ie c e of cont e nt, d e t e rmin i ng w he t he r a p a rt i c i pat i ng 
cont e nt p ro v ider has sp e c i f ie d a cont e nt contro l for th e g i v e n p ie c e of con t en t 
a nd, i f so, a p p l y i ng th e g i v e n cont e nt co n t rol prior to s e rv i ng th e g i v e n p ie c e of 
cont e nt from th e g i v e n cont e nt s e rv e r. 

at the given content server of the plurality of content servers: 

receiving a reguest for the given piece of content, wherein the 

reguest contains a host header; 

determining whether a string in the host header is associated with a 

content control located within a set of content controls stored at the given 

content server; and 

if a participating content provider has specified a content control for 

the given piece of content, as indicated bv determining whether the string 

in the host header is associated with a content control located within a set 
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of content controls stored at the given content server, applying the given 
content control prior to serving the given piece of content from the given 
content server. 

22. (Canceled). 

25. A method of content delivery operative in a content delivery network 
on behalf of participating content providers, the content delivery network 
managed by a content delivery network service provider and comprising a 
plurality of content servers and a domain name service (DNS) , and wherein 
participating content providers identify given content to be delivered over the 
content delivery network, comprising 

aliasing a content provider domain to a domain managed by the content 
delivery network service provider so that DNS queries to the content provider 
domain are resolved by the content delivery network domain name service, 
wherein the content provider domain is part of a URL identifying a given piece of 
content published by the participating content provider; 

for the given piece of content identified by a participating content provider, 
specifying a given content control to be applied to the given piece of content prior 
to serving the given piece of content from the content delivery network, wherein 
the given content control is one of: (i) first data for specifying whether the given 
piece of content is to be cached at a content server in the content delivery 
network and, if so, for how long, (ii) second data identifying a domain of a server 
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from which an instance of the given piece of content can be retrieved, and (ii) (iii) 
third data for associating the given piece of content with a given participating 
content provider for accounting purposes , and (iv) fourth data that invokes a 
security mechanism ; 

resolving a DNS query to the content provider domain to an IP address 
associated with a given content server in the plurality of content servers, wherein 
the DNS query is resolved by the content delivery network domain name service 
using the domain managed by the content delivery network service provider in 
lieu of the content provider domain; and 

at th o g i ven cont e nt s e rv e r of th o p l urality of cont e nt s e rv e rs, r e c ei ving a 
r e qu e st for th e giv e n p ie c e of cont e nt, d e t e rm i n i ng wh e th e r a partic i pat i ng 
cont e nt prov i d e r has sp e cif ie d a cont e nt contro l for th e giv e n p ie c e of cont e nt 
a nd, i f so, a ppl y ing th e g i v e n cont e nt control prior to s e rv i ng th e g i v e n p ie c e of 
cont ent fro m th o g i v e n cont e nt s e rv e r. 

at the given content server of the plurality of content servers: 

receiving a request for the given piece of content, wherein the 

request contains a host header; 

determining whether a string in the host header is associated with a 

content control located within a set of content controls stored at the given 

content server; and 

if a participating content provider has specified a content control for 

the given piece of content, as indicated by determining whether the string 

in the host header is associated with a content control located within a set 
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of content controls stored at the given content server, applying the given 
content control prior to serving the given piece of content from the given 
content server. 

28. (Canceled). 

33. A method of content delivery operative in a content delivery network 
on behalf of participating content providers, the content delivery network 
managed by a content delivery network service provider and comprising a 
plurality of content servers and a domain name service (DNS) , and wherein 
participating content providers identifies a given content to be delivered over the 
content delivery network by aliasing a content provider domain to a domain 
managed by the content delivery network service provider so that DNS queries to 
the content provider domain are resolved by the content delivery network domain 
name service, comprising: 

for the given piece of content identified by a participating content provider, 
specifying a given content control to be applied to the given piece of content prior 
to serving the given piece of content from the content delivery network, wherein 
the given content control is one of: (i) first data for specifying whether the given 
piece of content is to be cached at a content server in the content delivery 
network and, if so, for how long, (ii) second data identifying a domain of a server 
from which an instance of the given piece of content can be retrieved, and (ii) (iiil 
third data for associating the given piece of content with a given participating 
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content provider for accounting purposes , and (iv) fourth data that enforces a 
given authentication method or a given access control method : 

communicating the given content control for the given piece of content to 
the plurality of content servers in the content delivery network; 

resolving a DNS query to the content provider domain to an IP address 
associated with a given content server in the plurality of content servers, wherein 
the DNS query is resolved by the content delivery network domain name service 
using the domain managed by the content delivery network service provider in 
lieu of the content provider domain; and 

at th o giv e n cont e nt s e rv e r of th o plura li ty of cont e nt servers, r e c ei v i ng a 
r e qu e st for th o giv e n pi e c e of contont, and assoc i ating th o giv e n cont e nt contro l 

at the given content server of the plurality of content servers: 

receiving a request for the given piece of content, wherein the 

reguest contains a host header; 

determining whether a string in the host header is associated with a 

content control located within a set of content controls stored at the given 

content server; and 

if a participating content provider has specified a content control for 

the given piece of content, as indicated by determining whether the string 

in the host header is associated with a content control located within a set 

of content controls stored at the given content server applying the given 

content control prior to serving the given piece of content from the given 

content server ; and 
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serving the given piece of content from the given content server after the 
given content control has been applied a ssoc i at e d . 

36-38. (Canceled). 
40-43. (Canceled). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 17-21, 23-27, 29-35 and 39 are allowed. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
prior art of record fails to reasonably teach singly or in combination the invention 
as claimed in independent claims 17, 25 and 33. In particular, the prior art fails 
to teach determining whether a participating content provider has specified a 
content control for a given piece of content based on a string in a host header 
that is part of the incoming request for the given piece of content, and applying 
the content control at a given content server prior to serving the given piece of 
content to the requesting client. 

The closest art of record, Downs, et ai (US 6,226,618) discloses a digital 
rights management system for a content delivery system, wherein the content 
controls are enforced at the client following the delivery of the content. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
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preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Julian Chang whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8631 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 
8am to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272- 
3913. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR, Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 




^bwjqb jaroewchonwanit 
supervisory (Went examiner 
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